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CHAPTER V.

EKate Northeote was a woman of & very
hopeful nature, and when she walked
down that afternoon with her nephew to
the quay, she had dismissed all trouble-
some fears, and thought of nothing but
the pleasure of having him with her
again,

All was quiet in the hot afternoon;
the fisherwomen were sitting in the
shadow of their houses; the tide, nearly
foll, was plashing gently agaimst the

t stones and rusty chains, A blue,

stillness lay on the scarcely moving
water; the air was very clear, and every
touch of color shone ont hrillinntl{.
The boatmen had not forgotten Dick;
they came down one by one to speak to
him. They all knew his aunt, too, and
had a rough sort of bow and smile for
her. The waterside peovle counted Miss
Northeote among their few friends. She
was not afraid of speaking to them, and
they knew that what sheanid was always
true. Boveral bouts were at Dick’s sor-
vice, and he chose ope belougiug to Mat-
thew Fenner, a son of the old manin the
lane, a fine, quiet-looking young man
who had married the wrong woman, and
¢hus had made life & harder strugFe
ghun it need hiave been. Bometimes his

She is in the drawing-room. You are en-
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“Yes, thank yon,” said Mabel. “Itis
very good of ﬁ.‘lm Northeote. Genperal
Hawke said she would come andsee me.”

She went at once toward the window,
8 little in ndyance of Dick, who follo
ber in anything but & pleasant state of
mind. He was not a person to be looked
down upon, and treated as nobody.
What did she mean by it, and where was
all the friendliness of yesterday flown
to? She eertainly could not know what
she was doing—making herself quite at
home with a man one day, and treating
him the next as if she nad never seen
him before. Or, rather, as if she had
some reason for being angry with him,
and keeping him at a distance.

“Well, she,need not be afraid,” said
Dick to himself. “Ishall not persecute
her.”

Miss Northoote saw at once that some-
thing was wrong, but could not make
out what it was, She was amused, how-
ever, at the pity Dick had expressed for
this girl, who seemed to her quite eon-
tented, quite self-contained, and eapable
of fighting her own battle, If there was
a shade of restless unhappiness, now and
then, in Mahcls look, it vanished, to
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Miss Northeote’s further amusement,
when General Hawke came into the
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and his ward were evidently on the best
of terms
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